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Much like the other major cities in the state, Northeast Florida has recently been benefiting from an influx of migration and capital. These trends 
have contributed to strong investment sales activity within Jacksonville’s multifamily market. Although the first quarter of the year saw lower activity 
than previous quarters, this was expected as large firms traditionally begin the year by recalibrating their investment strategies. Many multifamily 
investors are also proceeding with more restraint than they were in 2021 as we await more details on potential interest rate increases. Still, the Q1-
22 saw higher investment sales volume than the first quarter of 2021, with Class A properties totaling $94 million, Class B totaling $88 million and 
Class C following at $70 million.
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Jacksonville
Multifamily Sales Volume
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Jacksonville multifamily investment trends are largely matching what we are seeing throughout the rest of the state. The macroeconomic landscape, 
along with positive migratory patterns, has made Florida a haven for investors seeking higher yields in a more tax-friendly environment. 

Over the past 10 years, Freddie Mac and Fannie Mae styles of financing have been the most popular. Favorable interest rates over long-term 
structures have been the choice lending style for most multifamily investors. Today, several months into 2022, lending patterns have shifted. Market 
conditions are increasingly turbulent, and the Federal Reserve has already raised interest rates, with several more scheduled over the course of 
the year. Subsequently, investors must be much more creative and dynamic when they negotiate loans with their lenders. Entering 2022, Franklin 
Street’s Capital Advisory Team has seen a surge in the appetite for bridge loans, which allow investors to satisfy short-term financing obligations to 
secure longer financing terms a few years later. This style of financing is slightly riskier than Freddie Mac and Fannie Mae products and structured 
over a much shorter period. Investors are overlooking compressed cap rates and placing bets on the fact that if macro-economic conditions and 
migratory patterns persist, property values and rent rates will continue to climb.

Capital Trends 
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Average Household Income

Average household income in Jacksonville saw notable growth in 2021. This data has not yet been released for 2021, but we believe 
both Jacksonville and the greater U.S. market will continue to experience growth. Although Jacksonville’s household income still trails the 
national average, the market’s lower cost of living and favorable income tax conditions are becoming increasingly attractive for people 
looking to move to the largest city in Florida. 
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Population Growth 

All major counties in the Jacksonville area have seen a net increase in population over a 24-month period. St. Johns County saw 
a 4.32% increase, Nassau County saw a 4.46% increase, Duval County saw a 3.06% increase, Clay County saw a 0.09% increase, 
and Baker County saw a 4.34% increase. 
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Multifamily Price Per Unit

 

Sale price per unit grew substantially in 2021 and maintained its momentum into Q1. Class A units sold for an average of $242,690, Class B units averaged 
$203,266 per unit, and Class C units averaged $121,044 per unit.
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MSA Rent Growth 



 

Rental demand and increasing costs have led to significant increases in Jacksonville’s multifamily rental rates over the last year, however rents remain below the national 
average. Per square foot rents in Q1-22 average $1.68 for Class A, $1.68 for and $1.27 for Class C.
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MSA Rent 
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Multifamily cap rates have compressed over the past year and dipped even further in Q1-22 to 4.8%. Although still higher than the other major 
Florida metros, investment patterns in the area will likely lead to further cap rate compression going forward.

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



MSA Supply & Demand 

 

Jacksonville’s vacancy rate has been ticking upward since Q3-21. 2022 saw vacancies rise to 7.8% during the first quarter, however it also saw more 
apartment deliveries than any quarter of the last few years. Continued population and employment growth should lead to healthier occupancies in the 
near future. 
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MSA Land Sales Volume 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Land sales in Jacksonville started off strong. Despite the anticipated interest rate hike from the Fed, investors did not hesitate to pour 
money into the market for development sites. Q1-22 saw over $75.6 million in total land sales volume.
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Cumulative Land Sales 
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Cumulative land sale figures for the year have not yet been published, but we believe the Jacksonville 
market will see similar growth in 2022. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Cumulative Land Sales 
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Between January of 2020 and March of 2022, the Jacksonville market completed construction of 5,713 
units, with 10,954 units proposed, 11,797 units planned and 2,649 under construction. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

MSA New Construction  
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Jacksonville Multifamily Market Outlook
 

 

Jacksonville is the largest metro area in Florida by land volume and home to over 1.3 

million people. Although sale prices and rental rates are on the rise, we still believe 

that multifamily projects will be met with high absorption rates. Interest rate hikes 

throughout the year will likely continue to moderate single-family home starts, helping 

maintain an elevated demand for apartments. We also expect cash flow projections for 

multifamily projects to increase over the next 24 months. Investors looking for high-

yield, high-cash-flow investments will continue to find such opportunities in Jacksonville. 
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